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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-10 have been canceled . 

2. Claims 1 1-28 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 VSC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 11-12, 15-16, 17-18,21-22, 23-24, 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as 
being anticipated by Kassabgi et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,003,037. 
As per claim 1 1, Kassabgi et al discloses 

a storage unit to store components surrounded by a container (Fig 1 and col. 2 lines 65- 
67, . .a set of smart objects can be encapsulated as a group in the container object 18. . .") 

the components having at least one interface intended for interconnection of the 
components by an interconnection components (Figs, 1, 2a-2g and col. 3 lines 24-29, ".. .the 
smart objects communicate and exchange data using the smart link 10. . . .") 

the interconnection component, not the container, containing information required for 
interconnection of the components (Fig. 2a-2g and col. 3 lines 25-44, "various types of 
predefined smart links are provided. . ."). 
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As per claim 12, the rejection of claim 1 1 is incorporated and further Kassabgi et al 
discloses wherein the components locally provide interconnection information containing 
interconnection intelligence required for the interconnection of the components (Fig. 1 and col 3 
lines 5-14 and lines 25-44). 

As per claim 15, the rejection of claim 1 1 is incorporated and further Kassabgi et al 
discloses the interconnection component is intended for the components to be interconnected to 
search for matching interfaces (col. 4 line 55 to col. 5 line 35). 

As per claim 16, the rejection of claim 1 1 is incorporated and further Kassabgi et al 
discloses the components are intended for multiple interconnections with further components 
(Fig. 1 and col. 3 lines 6-14). 

Claims 17-18, 21-22 are rejected for the reason set forth in the rejections of claims 11-12, 
15-16 respectively. 

Claims 23-24, 27-28 are rejected for the reason set forth in the rejections of claims 11-12, 
15-16 respectively. 

Claim Rejections - 35 JJSC §103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 13-14, 19-20, 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kassabgi et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,003,037 in view of Robinson et al, "Active Magic: An 
ActiveX Control and DCOM Sample Using ATL" (Art of Record). 

As per claim 13, the rejection of claim 1 1 is incorporated and further Kassabgi et al does 
not explicitly disclose the components are ActiveX components. 

However, Robinson et al disclose interconnection of ActiveX components was well 
known in the art (p.l "Overview Section"). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Robinson et al into Kassabgi et al to have 
the components to be ActiveX components because one would want to utilize the efficient 
method of interconnecting components of Kassabgi et al in various types of components 
including the ActiveX components. 

As per claim 14, the rejection of claim 13 is incorporated and further Kassabgi et al 
discloses wherein the components are input and output components (col. 4 lines 14-34). 

Claims 19-20 are rejected for the reason set forth in the rejections of claims 13-14. 
Claims 25-26 are rejected for the reason set forth in the rejections of claims 13-14. 

Conclusion 
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5. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Wei Y Zhen whose telephone number is (703) 305-0437. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Dam can be reached on (703) 305-4552. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gbv. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Wei Zhen 
Primary Examiner 
4/1/2004 



